
From the desk of Rob Costante, Principal… 
www.stfrancisdesales.net 

August 28, 2016 
 

This past week encompassed much of what makes Catholic education a true vocational 
ministry for the staff of our parish school. This busy, yet blessed week began as our 
faculty spent Monday in Wilmington with our fellow diocesan colleagues for the annual 
Diocesan Spirituality Day. Included within this special day, the Catholic Schools Office 
and Bishop Malooly recognize employees who have reached benchmark anniversary 
dates. With this recognition in mind, I would like to extend a heartfelt note of gratitude 
to both Cindy Janaskie and Debbie Traum for their 15 years of service to SFdS.   
 
As we returned to campus, the middle of the week was filled with various faculty 
meetings, training sessions and classroom preparations all aimed at the impending 
arrival of our young Penguins. Then Thursday morning found our staff united in service 
in support of the work of Habitat for Humanity. Amid the sight of painting and the 
sounds of hammering and sawing which took place that morning, I paused with pride 
knowing that “faith in action” is a vital part of being a Catholic school teacher. Then 
later that evening, our church opened its doors of faith as our annual Back to School 
Night included a new component to its program. This year, we began the evening with a 
Parent Commissioning Prayer Service. This special event served as a unifying occasion 
which underscored the triumvirate partnership that exists between home, school and 
parish. And finally, in keeping with the core belief of parent-teacher communication, 
Friday found the bindings of that partnership on full display during our annual Intake 
Conference Day. This unique event invites our parents to meet with their child’s teacher 
and share insights into their student. This conversation serves as a cornerstone to 
providing our teachers with a more complete view of our young people.  
 
As I look back on this past week, I take great pleasure in the unique community that 
exists at SFdS and the triumvirate partnership that exists between home, school and 
parish. What’s more, I continue to take pride in our tradition of excellence that was 
reaffirmed in this year’s Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools re-
accreditation approval report. So as you enjoy reading another commendation that was 
authored by a team of visiting educators, I hope you too take pride in our school and the 
excellent education that we continue to provide to our families. Enjoy! 
 

 During interviews and observations, it was determined by the evaluative team 

that the school administration, faculty and staff devote themselves to their 

students and work cooperatively to give their students the best religious and 

academic education possible.  Teachers were animated and enthusiastic in 

relating to the evaluative team what goes on in the classrooms each school day.  

Parents spoke of the excellent lines of communication that exists between home 

and school. 

St. Francis de Sales is a school of distinction grounded by a Foundation in Faith and 
Excellence in Education. Enrollment in our school is an investment in the lives of 
the next generation of Catholic Leaders.  
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